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Why 2017 is the perfect time to visit Medway 
 
From historic buildings and a distinguished dockyard, to adrenalin-fueled 
adventures and boutique businesses, Medway in Kent, England, is a 
fascinating place to visit at any time. But 2017 promises visitors even more 
from their trip, with dozens of events taking place to mark an important 
anniversary that puts this part of Kent in the spotlight. 
 
In 1667, the River Medway was the site of the Battle of Medway (Tocht naar 
Chatham) between the Dutch and British. Now, 350 years on, this historic 
event is being used as a chance to rejoice in the centuries of peace and 
friendship between the two nations. Dozens of special events are taking place 
in towns of Rochester, Chatham and Gillingham throughout the year between 
Thursday 8th and Saturday 17th June, 2017 concluding with a re-enactment of 
the battle on the river, fireworks displays and family fun. 
 
Dockyards, drama and plenty of Dutch courage – read on and discover five 
fantastic reasons to make it to Medway this year:  
 
Exciting exhibitions 
 
Pay a visit Upnor Castle, an Elizabethan fortress from where the English 
attempted to defend the river in 1667. Take a look at the new permanent 
exhibition about the battle or visit on Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th June to 
step back in time during a living history event. 
 
Why not also check out the international exhibition of art and artefacts 
associated with the battle, which are on loan from the Rijksmuseum and The 
British Museum at The Historic Dockyard Chatham? Today the Dockyard is a 
popular tourist attraction where you can explore a submarine, command a 
warship, make your own rope, and set sail for a voyage through England’s 
naval history. 
 
Friendly festivities 
 
June’s Battle of Medway celebrations coincide with the popular annual 
Dickens Festival in Rochester which celebrates the English Victorian writer, 
Charles Dickens and his links to the town. Join in with the fun, family 

http://www.visitkent.co.uk/attractions/upnor-castle/9038
http://www.visitkent.co.uk/attractions/the-historic-dockyard-chatham/8085
http://www.visitkent.co.uk/events/9576/?key=dickens-festival-2017


festivities as Medway honors one of England's greatest writers with a packed 
programme of costumed parades, fairs and entertainment.  
 
A taste of dockyard sprit 
 
While in the area, be sure to get a touch of 'Dutch courage' and taste some of 
the artisan gin being produced at Chatham’s dynamic new distillery, Copper 
Rivet Distillery, set in the magnificent Pumphouse no. 5.  
 
Enjoy a rapid ride on the River Medway 
 
Take a high-speed adrenaline-fueled tour of the Medway and Thames Estuary 
with Jetstream Tours and discover more of Medway’s historic sites including 
Rochester Cathedral and the town’s Norman castle.  
 
Discover more of Kent 
 
Combine your time in Medway with a trip around some of Kent’s coastal 
towns and resorts from hip Margate to historic Dover with its iconic white cliffs. 
You might like to take a tour of some of the region’s historic houses and 
castles or perhaps discover some of the vineyards that are at the forefront of 
the English wine industry. 
 
Chief executive of Visit Kent Sandra Matthews-Marsh MBE said: “With so 
much going on in and around Medway this year, we are looking forward to 
welcoming lots of visitors to Kent – where they can be assured of a warm 
reception. 
 
“The Battle of Medway anniversary events are a chance to commemorate 
events in history, to celebrate international friendships and for international 
visitors to explore more of our beautiful county.” 
 
Key Battle of Medway events this summer… 
 

 Medway in flames,17 June 2017 

 The Journey to Chatham Exhibition at the Guildhall Museum, 5 May to 
12 November 2017 

 Breaking The Chain Exhibition at The Dockyard, 8 June 2017 to 4 
September 2017 

 The Dutch are Coming!, 10 June to 11 June 2017 
 

 
More highlights with a link to Holland… 
 

 Walk the Hoo peninsula trail and see some of the Battle of Medway’s 
key sites during a four-and-a-half-walk starting from Upnor. 

 Visit the Turner Contemporary gallery in Margate between August 12 
and November 5, 2017 to see Jyll Bradley’s Dutch/Light, commissioned 
this year to mark the anniversary of the Battle of Medway. This piece 
will be at the Dockyard from June 8 – August 6. 

http://www.visitkent.co.uk/attractions/copper-rivet-distillery/223735
http://www.visitkent.co.uk/attractions/copper-rivet-distillery/223735
http://www.visitkent.co.uk/attractions/jetstream-tours/202241
http://www.visitkent.co.uk/attractions/rochester-cathedral/9116
http://www.visitkent.co.uk/attractions/rochester-castle/8208
https://www.visitkent.co.uk/medway-in-flames/
The%20Journey%20to%20Chatham%20Exhibition%20at%20the%20Guildhall%20Museum
https://www.visitkent.co.uk/breaking-the-chain-exhibition-at-the-dockyard/
https://www.visitkent.co.uk/the-dutch-are-coming/
http://explorekent.org/activities/great-expectations-hoo-peninsula-trail/
http://www.visitkent.co.uk/attractions/turner-contemporary/8329


 Stroll along Hythe’s Royal Military Canal. 

 Take a tour of Cranbrook’s Union Mill or the Willesborough Windmill. 
 
For more information and inspiration go to www.visitkent.co.uk 
 

ENDS 
 

For further media information, please contact Visit Kent PR Manager Sinead Hanna at 
Sinead.Hanna@visitkent.co.uk or call 01227 812914. For images of Kent, go to 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/visitkent/  
  
Notes to Editors 
Visit Kent Ltd is the Destination Management Organisation for Kent (the Garden of England), 
welcoming 60million visitors a year, championing the county’s £3.6 billion tourism industry and 
supporting more than 72,000 jobs.  
 
It is recognised as one of the country’s leading DMOs, targeting UK and overseas markets to 
raise Kent’s profile as a premier destination, improving quality and skills within the industry, and 
growing investment in tourism. Visit Kent is a public/private sector partnership supported by 
Kent County Council, Medway Council, district and borough councils, and the leading sector 
tourism businesses in Kent.  
  
For further information visit www.visitkent.co.uk (consumer) or www.visitkentbusiness.co.uk 
(business), or tweet @visitkent. 

 
 
 

http://explorekent.org/activities/royal-military-canal-path/
http://www.visitkent.co.uk/attractions/union-windmill/139951
http://www.visitkent.co.uk/attractions/willesborough-windmill/63191
file://///vksrv01/VK_PER_Data/croucha/Press%20Releases%202017/www.visitkent.co.uk
mailto:Sinead.Hanna@visitkent.co.uk
http://www.flickr.com/photos/visitkent/
http://www.visitkent.co.uk/
http://www.visitkentbusiness.co.uk/

