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European cities 
to work on how 
tourism can give 
back to the city! 

 

 

At the European Cities Marketing International Conference in Malmö, June 13-16, 2018, 
European DMOs will meet and focus on how to "Make Tourism Matter". Industry thought 
leaders will challenge the attendees. Ideas and insights will be shared on why DMOs all 
over Europe shouldn't ask what they can do for more tourism but instead what tourism 
can do for their city. 
 
Global travel and tourism has more than 10-doubled over the last 50 years from 100 million 
international arrivals in 1968 to more than a billion in 2018, and it is projected to almost double 
again over the next 15 years. All this time, destinations have fought for their share of the action. 
Destinations have been pursuing and celebrating growth in bednights as the golden measure of 
success - as an indicator of the city's progress and prosperity. The more, the merrier, let it boom 
as long as they consume! 
  
But as the impact of climate change and over-tourism is becoming more evident, so is the doubt 
and hesitation in our industry and communities. As the Western societies navigate times of 
migration crisis, digital polarization, cultural divides and rising social inequality, pursuit of more 
tourism as a policy for public good, seem to slip rank on the urban agenda. City marketing, as we 
know it, might seem obsolete. 
  
Speaking about the next ECM International Conference, Dieter Hardt-Stremayr, ECM President, 
said: "Maybe it is time to ask what tourism can do for the city, and not just what the city can do for 
more tourism? Maybe it is time to ask the big and brave question: WHY we do, what we do as 
DMOs? For this conference we invite our members and others in the industry to discuss, how we 
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can make tourism matter again, and how tourism can give back to the city. We will debate how 
tourism might help cities tackle the challenges of integration of immigrants, how tourism can help 
re-generate neighbourhoods or re-vitalize our struggling retail communities. Together we will 
elaborate the true legacy of scientific conferences and popular events. Let's talk about tourism as 
a means to a greater goal, and not a goal in itself." 
  
Keynote speaker is Doug Lansky, Travel Writer, Author and Destination Advisor. He will ask an 
important question: "Why more?", Why do destinations always want more tourism? Do we really 
want the visitor economy to be 100% of our GDP? Lansky says NO, instead we need to ask how 
our communities can benefit from tourism, and how DMOs can create real value for both visitors 
and the city. 
  
Participants will get the latest from ECM Member cities such as Antwerp, Copenhagen and 
Stockholm but also from companies like, Burson-Marsteller Sport, Conscious Travel, Curbed, For 
the Love of Place, GenderAvenger, Magda Hotel Vienna and Plastic Whale, and from ECM 
Partners like Destinations International, Eurail Group, GainingEdge, MCI Group, TCI Research, 
The Iceberg Project and Toposophy. 
  
The conference will be co-moderated by Petra Stusek, ECM Vice-President Leisure & Tourism 
and CEO of Visit Ljubljana and Peter Rømer Hansen, Founder and CEO of Rømer Agency.  
  
More information and complete programme can be found on: 
http://www.europeancitiesmarketing.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

*European Cities Marketing is a non-profit organisation improving the competitiveness and 
performance of leading cities of Europe by providing a platform for convention, leisure and city 
marketing professionals to exchange knowledge, best practice and widen their network to build 
new business. European Cities Marketing is promoting and linking the interests of members from 
more than 110 major cities in 38 countries. 
  
For more information and pictures, please contact: 
Flavie Baudot, press@europeancitiesmarketing.com, +33 380 56 02 00 

 

 

 

 
 
ECM Head Office 
29D rue de Talant | 21000 Dijon | France 
Tel: +33 380 56 02 04   
Fax: +33 380 56 02 05  
press@europeancitiesmarketing.com 

 

 

         

   

    

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SoaEp-7jVnKpwKg1r2Qg99am_y3pIqBcF-gZpMY2mNJFZPtELa84odo_yPxDxHzTm2WPAvy_P-hTD-c9BIgnwsTotpxgs4mN7-bOxvRrdhtdCT1e7Cza7pet3Iw5aR5kBilnDr8tg8HUZfn_l9CphfjLthgYcqwbAKtgbzWLTRnaakGB_GVhT26rPXG63w7Z&c=eGTtAth_RHvHUMXYtY064jqFtSWjhAB_E2tITLZhANYvg6tvHzaHfQ==&ch=0FhGUgjWSRLUhKfZktB8c9ogBg-yHp6tV5-d5OwHnrMbN_1le-l1jg==
mailto:press@europeancitiesmarketing.com
mailto:press@europeancitiesmarketing.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SoaEp-7jVnKpwKg1r2Qg99am_y3pIqBcF-gZpMY2mNJFZPtELa84oUF6ImKKtISt4Z1w4gdG-8hMfAorFruj0su3j4C7waImjx7vWlVoHagOchAt5qHLLuzPvs_2Gyx_KH4Teopn_jCSmazg2nvgkpZhzyx-T5JKpL6BvT2aKmQMG_Ql1VTBrurt3t_-aqZhJah6IdEMAEM=&c=eGTtAth_RHvHUMXYtY064jqFtSWjhAB_E2tITLZhANYvg6tvHzaHfQ==&ch=0FhGUgjWSRLUhKfZktB8c9ogBg-yHp6tV5-d5OwHnrMbN_1le-l1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SoaEp-7jVnKpwKg1r2Qg99am_y3pIqBcF-gZpMY2mNJFZPtELa84oUF6ImKKtIStkkSoocmcmwBXfI2C3RIqBc4597euPMcRjzRKZyOk6AEW2dkVuTmrMZcNES0eq7MtMcbLrAsCNkfIhOIPXVrxzycaj7_OcrqrgMirWGMOdaOOsvueJikwUAWscsyltpZ_&c=eGTtAth_RHvHUMXYtY064jqFtSWjhAB_E2tITLZhANYvg6tvHzaHfQ==&ch=0FhGUgjWSRLUhKfZktB8c9ogBg-yHp6tV5-d5OwHnrMbN_1le-l1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SoaEp-7jVnKpwKg1r2Qg99am_y3pIqBcF-gZpMY2mNJFZPtELa84oSekSwMX60LHuH33oY-DEA4UyY0SVuWj9i2jpSbOnf-vKGAzUgJy0_Um9pwU0VJBwCJ3x-rMAUHlP7P1r9QhWPuB3p5E8yj5qVSC7MwbTwVIjNklWvqX1CkW5QYuImJ9EnYRx6EFvOvhD40JYcr_GRDV42VfU4KKyOtBcXbi3RwCPWmXVQklXiLbBtYv7c3MNQ==&c=eGTtAth_RHvHUMXYtY064jqFtSWjhAB_E2tITLZhANYvg6tvHzaHfQ==&ch=0FhGUgjWSRLUhKfZktB8c9ogBg-yHp6tV5-d5OwHnrMbN_1le-l1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SoaEp-7jVnKpwKg1r2Qg99am_y3pIqBcF-gZpMY2mNJFZPtELa84oXm1QSKacGUcAwYOhuW78HNcuzTOOZfyLMh80sOzBf2cPQgADMnrXyRJ7lVW28QJ5mg4LF69qhiGH679xAl5GxqqYACVwjyKyZsAOrOKG5cyzLNRrQCkB6cuqAQNlKES-Kt_JdBtN4ePen40O0c6KkbtLkmFmboDdQ==&c=eGTtAth_RHvHUMXYtY064jqFtSWjhAB_E2tITLZhANYvg6tvHzaHfQ==&ch=0FhGUgjWSRLUhKfZktB8c9ogBg-yHp6tV5-d5OwHnrMbN_1le-l1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SoaEp-7jVnKpwKg1r2Qg99am_y3pIqBcF-gZpMY2mNJFZPtELa84oSekSwMX60LHzjNflBAJIhAFT9N8Ehsn6YR6bcpYgVhH6UmoxXakaQvDjKmoNFJQILQjtaRIp0JkkEHCd7Pck1P4R1_jlNg3wI2adVHD-OzPOfWjNYCdHizaWz6Oskl6DnZrxCyxy9TrCKCiHw9RaH4=&c=eGTtAth_RHvHUMXYtY064jqFtSWjhAB_E2tITLZhANYvg6tvHzaHfQ==&ch=0FhGUgjWSRLUhKfZktB8c9ogBg-yHp6tV5-d5OwHnrMbN_1le-l1jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SoaEp-7jVnKpwKg1r2Qg99am_y3pIqBcF-gZpMY2mNJFZPtELa84odo_yPxDxHzTm2WPAvy_P-hTD-c9BIgnwsTotpxgs4mN7-bOxvRrdhtdCT1e7Cza7pet3Iw5aR5kBilnDr8tg8HUZfn_l9CphfjLthgYcqwbAKtgbzWLTRnaakGB_GVhT26rPXG63w7Z&c=eGTtAth_RHvHUMXYtY064jqFtSWjhAB_E2tITLZhANYvg6tvHzaHfQ==&ch=0FhGUgjWSRLUhKfZktB8c9ogBg-yHp6tV5-d5OwHnrMbN_1le-l1jg==

