
Portugal records highest T&T growth in Europe 

WTTC commends the Portuguese government for delivering in their ambitious 
tourism strategy 

  

The World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC), the global body that represents the private 
sector of the Travel & Tourism industry, today commends the Portuguese Government for 
recognising the importance of the sector to the overall economy, and making it a priority 
which has resulted in the Travel & Tourism sector growing 8.1% in 2018, contributing 
€38.4BN (US$45.5BN) to the nation’s economy.   

Research conducted by WTTC shows that in 2018, €1 in every €5 euros in Portugal came 
from tourism. Furthermore, the Travel & Tourism sector grew by one of the highest rates in 
Europe and contributed one in five of all jobs in the country, further demonstrating the 
importance of the sector to the country. Research also confirms: 

 The level of growth is the highest of any country in the European Union and 
significantly above the EU average of 3.1%  

 The sector employed 1.05 million people, or 21.8% of all jobs  
 Portugal attracted 85% leisure seekers and 15% business travellers  
 Saw a split of 69% vs. 31% in terms of international and domestic visitors  

WTTC predicts the Portuguese Travel & Tourism sector will grow by 5.3% this year, more 
than double the European average of 2.5%. 

Named Best World Destination and the Best Tourist Destination in Europe for the past three 
years at the prestigious World Travel Awards, Portugal continues to attract millions of 
international visitors to its shores each year, with strong growth from non-traditional markets 
such as the USA (+21.8%), Canada (+21.3%), China (+16.8%) and Brazil (+13%). 

Gloria Guevara, WTTC President & CEO, comments:  

“I want to personally recognise Ana Godinho, Secretary of State for Tourism for being a 
champion for the sector and for delivering this ambitious strategy which has shown 
impressive results across the country, which only last year saw the Travel & Tourism sector 
grow at the fastest rate of any country in the European continent, and that growth is forecast 
to continue.” 

“Tremendous strides have been made following the Governments 10-year national strategy 
for tourism, with revenues from the Travel & Tourism sector growing 45% over the last three 
years. The future looks bright for the Travel & Tourism in Portugal, and we must congratulate 
the Government for recognising the clear importance of the industry as a driver of economic 
growth and for their strategy in spreading the benefits of the industry across the country.” 

-ends- 

  

For more information please contact Jamie Wortley at jamie.wortley@wttc.org / +44 (0) 207 
481 8007 

  

About the World Travel & Tourism Council 

World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC), is the global body which represents the private sector of Travel & 
Tourism. Members consist of the leaders of the world’s most important Travel & Tourism companies, destinations, 

https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=84Em28S1K9SvtzcUtu04Em3dN4GOlezcCkvFlXjPCsE-3D_ULM-2BGxUcX180uZPpAUIwD7BUVdrVo-2FFGNJztoMxWZsTG-2FLOyyqZUCfDI917FvQd-2BoqI85PXVANWG2nVqr6yFbHjOZaVzOYiiMf9Ilq0-2FR3k-2F5KuEJtjiq9Muj-2FMA6336T4-2BO9mBlKq16eAfbwQ4icJak2jWr8YJ-2F-2BtjrOcqlcV1kVvH0o4Hlp4JnckgnDMKCWSoYnRnad3FX2lFRoOO0i6l8WemW2cL5RuErIf7El6l3Uw-2B5bpnA5v0ejZBSHxxojmGNA3Tr-2BNE3bJmxfyBWXPXEkAVkV-2FETbLMq3VluR4lW9-2BTc9XqCJs4Rypt0L9Ki-2FyPMQRO3AnZP9U9G71XzJXQvTfT1VsXuYIGUOz27ieY-3D
mailto:jamie.wortley@wttc.org


and industry organisations engaging with Travel & Tourism who bring specialist knowledge to guide government 
policy and decision-making and raise awareness of the importance of the sector. 

For almost 30 years, WTTC has quantified the economic impact of the sector in 185 countries. This research 
consistently shows that Travel & Tourism is a key driver for investment and economic growth globally. The sector 
contributes US$8.8 trillion or 10.4% of global GDP, and accounts for 319 million jobs or one in ten of all jobs on 
the planet. 

 


