
The Flying Dutchman pays tribute to KLM’s pioneering spirit 

at Madurodam theme park 

  
The Hague, 3 February 2020 – The Flying Dutchman is the name of the latest 

attraction at the Madurodam theme park. Consisting of a fully restored Douglas 

DC-3, the full-sized aircraft (18 metres long and 30 metres wide) will offer visitors 

a “flight experience” and pays tribute to the pioneering spirit of KLM Royal Dutch 

Airlines, which has just celebrated its 100th anniversary. The Flying Dutchman’s 

first visitor “test flights” are planned for June 2020. 

  

By that time, the miniature park will have spent more than 18 months restoring and 

transforming the iconic silver aircraft, one of the last of its type in the Netherlands. The 

attraction’s name, The Flying Dutchman, is an obvious choice; the words used to be 

emblazoned on the sides of all KLM aircraft. 

  

 
Artist impression of the latest attraction The Flying Dutchman in Madurodam.  

  

Madurodam’s biggest attraction ever 

Madurodam is investing 3.5 million euros in The Flying Dutchman, set to be the largest 

attraction in its history. The aircraft, which was “flown in” over land and sea from 

Florida to The Hague in October 2018, is being fitted with a wide range of 

entertainment-related technological features. 

  

Joris van Dijk, Managing Director of Madurodam: “An attraction of this size is asking a lot 

of our professionals’ knowledge and skills. We’ve never worked on a scale of 1:1 before. 

What’s more, everything in the aircraft is being made entirely to measure. In that sense, 

The Flying Dutchman also demonstrates our own pioneering spirit and forward-looking 

mind-set: thanks to all the technology on board, we’ll soon be offering our visitors a 

unique Dakota experience.” 



  

KLM flight that goes beyond flying 

Visitors who take a seat in the full-sized DC-3 will enjoy a flight through time and space 

that goes beyond flying and highlights the pioneering spirit that made the Netherlands 

great. KLM, headed by trailblazing Albert Plesman in its early years, is an outstanding 

example of that spirit. 

  

“This is a unique and innovative way to mark KLM’s 100th anniversary. It joins the past 

and the future in a marvellous experience.” 

Frank Houben, Delegate to the Board, KLM 

  

 
Artist impression of the location of The Flying Dutchman, centered in the heart of 

Madurodam.  
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For questions, interviewrequests or access to Madurodam: 

Marianne Aalders 

Communications & PR  

MAalders@madurodam.nl 

+31 6 511 460 34 

  

Image galery 

Download our images (free of rights): https://we.tl/t-eXtKlgYcTQ  

  

Madurodam. The Netherlands at its greatest. 

Madurodam, founded in 1952, aims to inspire visitors with amazing stories about the 

Netherlands. Stories involving the desire for freedom, pioneering spirit and 
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decisiveness. Through miniatures, playful activitiees and attractions, visitors discover in 

The Hague's most popular draw, the greatness of a small country. You simply got to 

experience it! 

  

Every year Madurodam donates its proceeds to projects inspiring children to be a good 

person as well as encouraging them to connect with other people, irrespective of age or 

background, to jointly make the Netherlands more beautiful. To be there for the people 

in your environment, as a child and on a small scale, you are of great importance to 

society. Since 1952, Madurodam has given donated more than €36 million to charity, 

between €600,000 and €700,000 annually. That way, the theme park connects the past 

with the present, while investing in the future. 

 


