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LITHUANIA

Spiritual Wandering in Lithuania: From Little Vatican to
Underwater Cross
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Known for its rich religious heritage, Lithuania invites to explore the spiritual sites
sprinkled all around the country

October 15, 2020. Religious tourism involves going on pilgrimages, as well as visiting religious
monuments and artifacts. Though such a type of travelling has been around for ages, nowadays it
is getting more popular as people discover new, previously unexplored spiritual destinations.

While Lithuania, a culturally and historically diverse nation, was the last one in Europe to embrace
Christianity in the 14th century, visitors can find many spiritual sites scattered all across the country.
And with All Saints' Day approaching, it is a good time to add some new yet undiscovered
destinations to your bucket list for that next spiritual adventure.



From the Little Vatican to an underwater cross to a church in a tree, here are 8 undiscovered
religious relics found in Lithuania.

1. Lifted from the bottom of the lagoon. St. Michael Archangel Church of RumsisSkés
(Kaisiadorys district)

The famous wooden church in RumSiskés has seen it all. After standing in the town of Old
Rumasiskes for nearly a century, in 1958-1959 the church, along with the bell tower, was moved
from the bottom of the future Kaunas Lagoon to a new place—the upper Nemunas terrace. In the
end, the flooding of the Nemunas riverbed submerged about 40 villages and over 700 homesteads.
Nowadays, the church holds celebrations to honour the inhabitants of the flooded villages.

2. The tallest cross in Lithuania (Silalé district)

One of the most visited areas in the surroundings of Kaltinénai is the Spiritual Park. Home to the
Chapel of the St. Virgin Mary, the park also features the Calvaries of the Exiles—a group of 21
sculptures that commemorate the exiles. Alongside the sculpture ensemble, on a big hill, stands
the 20-meter-high Cross of Resurrection. Built in 1990, it represents the country's independence
and is the tallest cross in Lithuania.

3. Near one of the oldest cemeteries in Lithuania. Berzoras St. Stanislaus Church (Plungé
district)

The 15th century street church village has two main religious objects — the St. Stanislaus Church
building complex (the St. Stanislaus Church, bell tower and chapel) and the 14 Stations of the
Cross chapels. It is said that a shepherd came across a painting of the Holy Virgin Mary hanging
in a treetop. Priests brought the painting down and took it to the Plateliai church. However, the
painting disappeared from the church and reappeared in the same place in the treetop. According
to the legend, it was then decided to build a new church on this spot where the painting would
reappear. The old Plateliai parish cemetery in the churchyard is considered one of the oldest
cemeteries in Lithuania.

4. Krekenava Basilica of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary and its replica in a tree
(Panevézys district)

Itis the only daughter shrine—a filial church—of the Roman Basilica of St. Mary Major in Lithuania.
It contains a miraculous painting of the Mother of God and Child, which has been an object of
worship and respect for centuries. On a regular day, the priests cover it by the Romanas Svoinickis
painting “Christ Teaches the Children of Lithuania”, often called “Christ among the Krekenava
Residents”, because it immortalizes the citizens of the town. The replica of the basilica, built by a
Krekenava local, can be found in a tree in évenéiuliékiq Street.

5. One of the most modern in the world. Elektrénai Catholic Church of Mary, the Queen of
Martyrs (Elektrénai)

A semi-circular portal, consisting of a rectangular arch with a cross and six vertical doubled crosses.
The building of exceptional architecture near the Vilnius-Kaunas highway makes an extraordinary
impression and helps thoughts lift into the sky. The story goes that the architects and builders of
the church had to repeatedly overcome the resistance of gravity and materials in order to build this
spiritual destination.

6. Tours in the Little Vatican. Five Kretinga monasteries (Kretinga)



https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=iesGENwk9ZVmCixsbOYoOKkBGf8BccRlbmnmT4I-2BGTKHeIUYzfZnk8BVvlhSPeRZs0uovaF7fhodMQCInboWw-2BlJk93Ce5Ejhqlc7MrHb141XZNt6MqFlsXISsZjl3e-2F-P4c_L1Ns99IPi-2FERfPRUrN8ORLOnodMvBeA4YKxQQm8c5Bh7kIexc3TQny9BPBlDdfo5ChIA2pSYkBlzKp94yVVXvSgdZERM0t1uC24qVvFfVD5aoGNFJQnA3ruLchanZCjyl9LiYS-2BFQhMGQCFBXsfiuoYB2zRNC5nYyJcXCer3UuA1qc5qSZdjjLXFUnwXHJnVOV9iqx0sVjoZ6nAt9t3qBr56yd0I9hYcPLy2eql-2FZXk6-2BuRPbk2Mz4h8SGUxzwDdgiHrFo4AHsBxNTsne6-2FaNlrGp3gNGlq9uacoon4ZDxRdsDRtCOy84nKwjl9laC7pgZK9eQWP1RPzxR8IBchrYA-3D-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATURr-2Fg9AYQOtsYbLSVbVsJBGmoxaLJ6czP1mk6pK3EYAQaoc2dWWPNpAPXLhPU6yb4g-3D-3DlK2I_L1Ns99IPi-2FERfPRUrN8ORLOnodMvBeA4YKxQQm8c5Bh7kIexc3TQny9BPBlDdfo5ChIA2pSYkBlzKp94yVVXvSgdZERM0t1uC24qVvFfVD5aoGNFJQnA3ruLchanZCjyl9LiYS-2BFQhMGQCFBXsfiuoYB2zRNC5nYyJcXCer3UuA1qc5qSZdjjLXFUnwXHJnVS7f-2B4GTzroDJUcbuj1wiEtCxSEn-2FQaurxPFIOUF9rLG84sSM60HiID1M7G0qLwnSBQX2RZ3tjk5XvjdRPydPZ8ydwLZBYh8ZCYB7IrK9OgtrGtD9HYdEc-2F43gEjC0BTbgDb0KF-2Fu0fAcS8CjheMbhA-3D-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUYtqnCQZcospa4u7efgQPIRjaIQXkrz42rjLGSYcFft1gg42DpKXVs1dam-2B6uXpETA1ilmtR1Im6Me-2Frcq6UIYg-3D8HwR_L1Ns99IPi-2FERfPRUrN8ORLOnodMvBeA4YKxQQm8c5Bh7kIexc3TQny9BPBlDdfo5ChIA2pSYkBlzKp94yVVXvSgdZERM0t1uC24qVvFfVD5aoGNFJQnA3ruLchanZCjyl9LiYS-2BFQhMGQCFBXsfiuoYB2zRNC5nYyJcXCer3UuA1qc5qSZdjjLXFUnwXHJnVaM-2BCDe3rgbbL33-2FYWB4Mpob2W-2BqXkVA7N6laB980RG0SEGOTP8UZao9j3kpcsPFnzRcV3xevceJISGK-2FPlyVsPHMA1gTcpLQ-2FQQ6a9Rb7w-2BtIv8aRB1HpobP13zhhTyBzf6DhhwnwQnl0e6PEHp4AA-3D-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUTJRybkok1qInSUicmYn3luG2FO-2FetklLfMPgsnb1o3LVsGZS94BKsuIRIrbyyiZEg-3D-3DvoeM_L1Ns99IPi-2FERfPRUrN8ORLOnodMvBeA4YKxQQm8c5Bh7kIexc3TQny9BPBlDdfo5ChIA2pSYkBlzKp94yVVXvSgdZERM0t1uC24qVvFfVD5aoGNFJQnA3ruLchanZCjyl9LiYS-2BFQhMGQCFBXsfiuoYB2zRNC5nYyJcXCer3UuA1qc5qSZdjjLXFUnwXHJnVS4bbIDYoCVt4O7WnC6c-2B-2BNeSQjOR8F5Yy-2FPfaj-2FO8bBtCi9eD44VsHBFEbvrQyk5R3uzviMfiY2DUWFj38R-2BaBF68y1WRHMEkSnLEuB9ZTQlYIHkN6Ma-2BnDaM68K-2BNWR3wpA-2FkXFUfm0FrOHBabKJg-3D-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TeZUXWpUv-2B6TCY38pVLo9hRq49THgEfh-2Bs-2FJJUcfKYjYja-2FirW0LQBh4ELbuKCn-2BFxstq-2BFqRgEDxJmhKXAGAg-3D-3D5xzJ_L1Ns99IPi-2FERfPRUrN8ORLOnodMvBeA4YKxQQm8c5Bh7kIexc3TQny9BPBlDdfo5ChIA2pSYkBlzKp94yVVXvSgdZERM0t1uC24qVvFfVD5aoGNFJQnA3ruLchanZCjyl9LiYS-2BFQhMGQCFBXsfiuoYB2zRNC5nYyJcXCer3UuA1qc5qSZdjjLXFUnwXHJnVUpyIMUI7EY8AJBD-2FXBnraDaXspU4D7-2BXQeP86nd94SbPG3F5atbKCkM6sXp-2FPISr8MlGzNMetzD0XeYmYfaoGwAsBilV53JdqmayBdekbSubIux4YhBlLi4MfTLoy8zSuDu3as3SrS0vvFRISsTkDQ-3D-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TeZUXWpUv-2B6TCY38pVLo9hRq49THgEfh-2Bs-2FJJUcfKYjYja-2FirW0LQBh4ELbuKCn-2BFxstq-2BFqRgEDxJmhKXAGAg-3D-3D5xzJ_L1Ns99IPi-2FERfPRUrN8ORLOnodMvBeA4YKxQQm8c5Bh7kIexc3TQny9BPBlDdfo5ChIA2pSYkBlzKp94yVVXvSgdZERM0t1uC24qVvFfVD5aoGNFJQnA3ruLchanZCjyl9LiYS-2BFQhMGQCFBXsfiuoYB2zRNC5nYyJcXCer3UuA1qc5qSZdjjLXFUnwXHJnVUpyIMUI7EY8AJBD-2FXBnraDaXspU4D7-2BXQeP86nd94SbPG3F5atbKCkM6sXp-2FPISr8MlGzNMetzD0XeYmYfaoGwAsBilV53JdqmayBdekbSubIux4YhBlLi4MfTLoy8zSuDu3as3SrS0vvFRISsTkDQ-3D-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=Infa1vUXabWHRBYXAi-2FksYOeMYGuZrOkG1vSRRE-2B23mEtTJooGQpwXtXY2zprLXr4Dff_L1Ns99IPi-2FERfPRUrN8ORLOnodMvBeA4YKxQQm8c5Bh7kIexc3TQny9BPBlDdfo5ChIA2pSYkBlzKp94yVVXvSgdZERM0t1uC24qVvFfVD5aoGNFJQnA3ruLchanZCjyl9LiYS-2BFQhMGQCFBXsfiuoYB2zRNC5nYyJcXCer3UuA1qc5qSZdjjLXFUnwXHJnVS-2FGOv10gQH4-2BT2M7TTIJh9cal7s-2F6k6k1KZcMDXvBZZrRFoRY1gIvk3Fxr69ugzOT7viCIg5lLcqG46AHLQBlaNr0ewl7KKB8uTfA7-2BC2H-2BIG0vRDXg1gWaz3cnS7QW55ocd-2BYp2w3D4C61-2BUsbVxQ-3D-3D

Kretinga is called the Little Vatican for a reason—the city is home to five distinct monasteries, all
telling unique stories. Visitors can go on themed tours and meet the nuns, visit the tower of the
Church of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the inner yard of the monastery and the
Chapel of the Martyrs. Tourists also learn more about the history of the origin of the monasteries
and the churches, the miracles have made the St. Anthony altar famous, as well as the routines
the monks follow.

7. The cross at the bottom of Lake Plateliai (Plungé district)

The cross, consecrated by the Franciscan monks of Kretinga, is on the KryZiavoné Hill several
meters deep in the middle of Lake Plateliai and can be seen by taking one of the offered diving
centre routes. According to the Franciscan brothers, who lowered the cross underwater in 2005,
they directly interpreted the words of Pope John Paul Il who said that in order to discover the
essence of the cross it is crucial to get to the depths.

8. Where the mummies rest. LiSkiava Monastery (Varéna district)

A special place in Dzikija for people searching for spiritual experiences can be reached by sailing
the Nemunas River from Druskininkai. The LiSkiava Church and Dominican Monastery Complex
on the steep Nemunas bank is a 17th-18th century architectural monument. Throughout the 1990-
1997 period, the LiSkiava Church of the Holy Trinity was restored and a museum with the
mummified remains of the Dominican monks was established in its cellars. Interestingly, the church
has a 19th century organ, which Konstantinas Ciurlionis, the father of the famous composer
Mikalojus Konstantinas Ciurlionis, used.

**%
Contact in advance for visits to sanctuaries and the times of worship services.

The information has been prepared according to the material collected by the national tourism
development agency Lithuania Travel, tourism information centres and members of the program
Create Lithuania.

More information about religious tourism in Lithuania is here.
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