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LTHUANIA

Real is beautiful

Reshaping Soviet Heritage in Vilnius: Top Repurposed
Industrial Sites to Visit

PERONAS bar and Tony Soprano, © Gediminas Bartuska, sculptor: Donatas Jankauskas

Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania, is full of repurposed industrial sites—from a scythe
factory turned craft brewery to a power plant transformed into a museum. Lithuania
Travel offers the visitors of Vilnius an opportunity to learn more about the city’s industrial
past and experience it in its open and culturally diverse form today.
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May 7th, 2021. During the 45 years under Soviet rule, numerous factories, power stations, and
other industrial plants were built in Lithuania. After the country regained its independence in 1990,
lots of these buildings were abandoned. However, in the past decade, cities around the country—
including the capital Vilnius—have taken initiative to turn unused industrial sites into cultural hubs
espousing the values of independent Lithuania.

“The new generation of Lithuanians has found many creative ways to repurpose Soviet heritage
sites,” said Elena Babarskaité, PR Project Manager at Lithuania Travel, the country’s national
tourism development agency. “Thanks to this creativity, today the once-abandoned industrial
buildings have become cultural hotspots that promote diversity, inclusion, openness, and tell a
different—modern—story to all our visitors in Lithuania.”

Below are four out of many industrial plants in Vilnius that have been turned into bars, cultural
spaces, and museums, and are especially great for those traveling to the country for a short stay.

Trainspotting and drinks in PERONAS bar

Located just by the train tracks in Vilnius is an industrial “raw” bar PERONAS. It is situated in the
old train station building that was originally constructed in 1950 and mainly served as an
intermediary point for passengers traveling from Saint Petersburg to Warsaw.

Even though traveling outside of the Soviet Union was highly restricted and the train station was
reserved for a small number of government-screened individuals, today PERONAS welcomes
travelers from all over the world. A social gathering spot, an occasional art gallery, and home to
the locally famous statue of the notorious Tony Soprano sculpted by Donatas Jankauskas,
PERONAS is beloved by tourists and locals alike. In fact, it has become such an essential part of
some people’s lives that the night before the country relaxed its lockdown restrictions, die-hard
PERONAS fans formed a tent line outside the bar anticipating its reopening.

Learning about the art of beer-crafting at Smoke Factory

The 19th-century building that operated as the world’s largest scythe factory during the Soviet era
is now home to a cultural space, a craft brewery, and a boutique bar. Smoke Factory is located in
Naujoji Vilnia—a neighborhood that housed numerous advanced industrial plants during the
Soviet times but upon its collapse faced a series of bankruptcies, rise in unemployment, and was
deemed as a culturally deserted area. Hence, Smoke Factory is one of several local initiatives
aimed to revitalize this district.

To learn more about the stigma-fighting mission behind Smoke Factory, visitors have the
opportunity to partake in a tour. As half of the building belongs to the beer brewery “Sakiskiy
Alus” too, after the tour through the factory’s history, the participants are also invited to sample a
range of locally-crafted ales.

Peeking behind-the-scenes of music production at LOFTAS Art Factory
LOFTAS Art Factory is located in the former legendary electro-technics factory ELFA. Since the

middle of the last century, ELFA supplied the entire Soviet Union with its tape recorders and was
even awarded gold medals at international fairs in Paris and Florence.



https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUbuJy8chv83Tzw9JucI17htBdn06Jz-2FJFuY9-2F6L3-2BxVrQr8G_L1Ns99IPi-2FERfPRUrN8ORLOnodMvBeA4YKxQQm8c5Bh7kIexc3TQny9BPBlDdfo5ChIA2pSYkBlzKp94yVVXvSy64yD7BBo-2F0RGFajPZ2JkoDtOUOkSZcpNpVxpYGVd7S7ISiX64APbtcbbEI0BGlNe8ShemU8UGemFxTkpEx1tHbdk9JvdqPR-2FgHIpa7DsGWSuoytjzK5-2F-2FoeXrSSkM2WfY2miOzGYkOCh8JYOlsKPSDqBu7IrvZTOXHuEfUtS-2FzqZWPwWbjbslmwBrZbj5ny871LyBIfAbsZK6r4fMQGQNmGqnlpY033Qswz5kToRfQsEpXhg8n84r14K2OvEWg1mLgz-2BZwMV8SYLLHneo-2F74-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUb8Hzhz9hTfMErRs-2Fni8h9gbIg6fM4hSx-2BYquvXb9n54-Jg__L1Ns99IPi-2FERfPRUrN8ORLOnodMvBeA4YKxQQm8c5Bh7kIexc3TQny9BPBlDdfo5ChIA2pSYkBlzKp94yVVXvSy64yD7BBo-2F0RGFajPZ2JkoDtOUOkSZcpNpVxpYGVd7S7ISiX64APbtcbbEI0BGlNe8ShemU8UGemFxTkpEx1tHbdk9JvdqPR-2FgHIpa7DsGj3D6tl5kCxEky3gKq2TqxVqIls3xTRxKN2ePEsKoOLinJdeOjaQr7fAeZftyZkrJdkzt1SZ12jfqezuINP6eC-2Bt41JZqC03BEWVBkfYQOyCxLVAUmIKASknuNix01nLx9VuGLjsgf0bTuJT-2Ba92ZBsAt4QpWl4ASxbJA3e6vrKM-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=TeZUXWpUv-2B6TCY38pVLo9kqIQP4ONT-2FleoAIa8bu8sZbbD1ehpAHtBZMLsxq1c8CCwKA_L1Ns99IPi-2FERfPRUrN8ORLOnodMvBeA4YKxQQm8c5Bh7kIexc3TQny9BPBlDdfo5ChIA2pSYkBlzKp94yVVXvSy64yD7BBo-2F0RGFajPZ2JkoDtOUOkSZcpNpVxpYGVd7S7ISiX64APbtcbbEI0BGlNe8ShemU8UGemFxTkpEx1tHbdk9JvdqPR-2FgHIpa7DsGxrSWk58q5ovnAcyrwqH1t-2F99jFFIE7BMDaIuNlW8xEkIXXwuQcl38-2FzXwqwuQH-2FC6rrz8DRUeUdZ4j91VVHwEqyiUCL3hBnsy0fBIXRStxAmiuoN6OFZeQPxiGINzVfFfUOSc5fVW4YxifrCTc9n4FVVnTUhDLtu23mmk5kMSNk-3D
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUb8Hzhz9hTfMErRs-2Fni8h9gpDBeKZwF4X2JtOqdzFo2f0cfK_L1Ns99IPi-2FERfPRUrN8ORLOnodMvBeA4YKxQQm8c5Bh7kIexc3TQny9BPBlDdfo5ChIA2pSYkBlzKp94yVVXvSy64yD7BBo-2F0RGFajPZ2JkoDtOUOkSZcpNpVxpYGVd7S7ISiX64APbtcbbEI0BGlNe8ShemU8UGemFxTkpEx1tHbdk9JvdqPR-2FgHIpa7DsG7-2BwaGGytOcZjVmfUh1-2BnDsdqSP5ZRV1Rier5mdqdA2y5z437u9Ot2xY4Fhw8QkJAmujk26uza-2FjYljkdlUPqQoN8GuZI5tuRqjYPAMoRI7JX6C-2BnPouWzuJHzyXpF3gn7PsC-2FpRi-2FWHU8VqPyljLuP6vetrzouE0Qi-2BsmdF2rGk-3D

Even though today LOFTAS has little to do with producing audio equipment, it does play a crucial
role in the Lithuanian music scene. Serving as a concert venue, it gives the needed exposure to
small bands and up-and-coming Lithuanian artists as well as hosts acclaimed musicians from
around the world such as Fink, Rhye, and Darkside.

Interactive exhibits at the Energy and Technology Museum
The Energy and Technology Museum is located in the former central power station in Vilnius

which was originally built around 1901-1903 but played an essential source of industrial energy in
Soviet times. Today, it is known to challenge the established stereotypes of a traditional museum.

By telling a story of how industrialization has changed the face of the city, the museum's
exposition revolves around the concept of energy production; it allows visitors to get acquainted
with the authentic equipment of a recently active power plant. In addition to providing the
opportunity to learn by observing, the museum offers a range of interactive tours. One of them is
“Technology and science for kids”, which presents scientific phenomena in a tactile way making
them understandable to both kids and parents.

Usually, what attracts people to visit Vilnius is its abundant Baroque architecture, historical Old
Town, and the luscious green zones. Visiting repurposed industrial sites in Vilnius, however,
reveals an entirely different and less-explored side of the city and makes for an entertaining
experience for a day or two. To learn more about a quick getaway in the capital of Lithuania, visit
the Lithuania Travel website.

-END-

ABOUT LITHUANIA TRAVEL

Lithuania Travel is a national tourism development agency responsible for Lithuania’s tourism
marketing and promotion, acting under the Ministry of Economy and Innovation. Its strategic
goal—to raise awareness of Lithuania as an attractive tourism destination and to encourage
inbound and domestic travel. The agency closely collaborates with tourism businesses and
organizations, presents Lithuanian tourism products, services and experiences on social and

digital media, press trips, in international travel exhibitions and B2B events.

More information available at www.Lithuania.travel and Facebook page "Lithuania. Real is
beautiful”.
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